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MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY 
la familia adoptiva    = adoptive family 
la familia     = the family 
los parientes     = relatives 
los padres     = parents 
el padre     = the father, dad   
el padrastro      = stepfather 
padre       = father 
papá      = dad 
el matrimonio     = marriage 
una pareja      = a couple 
 
la madre     = the mother 
la madre soltera     = single mother 
madrastra      = stepmother 
mamá      = mum 
los padres     = parents 
el hermano     = the brother  
la hermana     = the sister  
hermano menor     = younger brother 
hermana mayor     = older sister 
hermanastra      = stepsister  
hermanastro      = stepbrother  
los hermanastros     = stepbrothers and sisters 
hermanos     = brothers and sisiters 
el/la gemelo/a     = twin 
un bebé     = a baby 
esposo      = husband, spouse 
esposa      = wife 
la mujer     = woman / wife 
el marido      = husband 
abuela      = grandmother 
abuelo      = grandfather 
abuelos      = grandparents 
bisabuelo     = great-grandfather  
bisabuela     = great-grandmother  
tatarabuelo     = great-great-grandfather  
tatarabuela     = great-great-grandmother  
un hijo      = a son  
una hija     = a daughter  
hijo único      = only child (boy) 
hija única      = only child (girl) 
los hijos      = children 
 
un niño      = a child  
un huérfano     = an orphan 
nieto      = grandson  
nieta      = granddaughter  



bisnieto     = great-grandson  
bisnieta     = great-granddaughter  
tataranieto     = great-great-grandson  
tataranieta     = great-great-granddaughter  
tío      = uncle  
tía      = aunt  
tíos       = uncle and aunt 
tío abuelo     = great-uncle  
tía abuela     = great-aunt  
prima       = cousin (female) 
prima       = cousin (male) 
primo carnal, prima carnal   = first cousin  
primo segundo, prima segunda  = second cousin  
un sobrino     = a nephew 
una sobrina     = a niece 
tía       = aunt 
tío       = uncle 
padrastro     = stepfather  
madrastra     = stepmother  
hijastro     = stepson  
hijastra     = stepdaughter  
hermanastro     = stepbrother  
hermanastra     = stepsister  
medio hermano    = half brother  
media hermana    = half sister  
prometido     = fiance, boyfriend, groom  
prometida     = fiancee, girlfriend, bride  
novia      = fiancee, girlfriend, bride  
novio      = fiance, boyfriend, groom  
 
el señor     = the gentleman / Mr 
la señora     = the lady / Mrs 
la señorita     = the lady / Miss 
 
el/la vecino/a     = neighbour 
la viuda      = widow 
el viudo      = widower 
un huérfano     = an orphan 
 
una familia adoptiva    = an adoptive family 
una familia     = a family 
 
tengo      = I have 
tienes      = you (singular) have 
tiene      = he/she has 
tenemos     = we have 
tenéis       = you (plural) have  
tienen      = they have  
 
me llamo      = I’m called, my name is 
¿Cómo te llamas?    = What’s your name? (lit: How do you call yourself?) 



se llama      = he/she’s called, his/her name is 
se llaman     = they are called, their name is 
tengo quince años     = I’m 15 years old (I have 15 years) 
tiene cuarenta años     = He/She is 40 years old (He/She has 40 years) 
tienen treinta años     = They are 30 years old (They have 30 years) 
 
un amigo     =  a friend (male)  
una amiga     = a friend (female)  
un compañero    = a friend (male) 
una compañera    = a friend (female) 
 
adolescente      =  adolescent 
un adolescente    = a teenager 
 
LA SITUACIÓN FAMILIAR 
casado/a      = married 
divorciado/a      = divorced 
separado/a      = separated 
solo/a       = alone 
soltero/a      = single 
jubilado/a     = retired 
muerto/a     = dead 
viudo/a     = widow (fem.) / widower (masc.) 
 
Está casado/a      = He / She is married 
Está divorciado/a     = He / She is divorced 
Está casado/a     = He / She is married 
Está soltero/a     = He / She is single 
Está muerto/a     = He / She is dead 
Está jubilado/a     = He / She is retired 
Están divorciados    = they are divorced 
Están casados      = they are married 
Están separados     = they are separated 
 
Nací en     = I was born in 
Nació en      = he/she was born in 
Murió      = he/she died 
Murieron      = they died 
 
el amor      = love 
la boda     = the wedding 
casarse      = to get married 
cuidar       = to look after 
la niñera      = nanny / babysitter 
la canguro     = babysitter 
en el paro      = unemployed 
 
LAS RELACIONES PERSONALES 
aguantar      = to stand, tolerate / to put up with 
No aguanto a mi hermano mayor  = I can’t stand my older brother 
comprender      = to understand 



No comprendo a mi hermana  = I don’t understand my sister 
Me llevo bien con mi madre    = I get on well with my mother 
Me llevo mal con mi madre    = I get on badly with my father 
Me llevo mejor con ….   = I get on better with …. 
Me parezco a mi hermano    = I look like my brother 
Me parezco a mi madre    = I look like my mother 
Me llevo fatal con mi tío    = I get on really badly with my uncle 
Me irrita mi hermana    = My sister irritates me 
Me irrita mi profesor     = My teacher irritates me 
Mi mejor amiga     = my best friend 
Siempre puedo contar con ella   = I can always rely on her 
Me llevo bien con ella    = I get on well with her 
Me hace subir por las paredes   = He/She drives me up the wall 
Me vuelve loco     = He/She drives me mad 
Me fastidia      = He/She annoys me 
Me pone histérico     = He/She makes me mad 
No me ayuda      = He/She does not help me 
Me entiendo bien con    = I get on well with... 
Me entiendo mejor con    = I get on better with... 
pelearse      = to fight 
Me peleo con     = I fight with 
respetar      = to respect 
respeto mucho a mi madre   = I really respect my mother 
Juan me cae bien     = I like Juan, I get on with Juan 
No aguanto a …    = I can’t stand … 
No lo/la aguanto    = I can’t stand him/her 
Me parece (buena) persona   = He/she seems like a (nice) person 
 
Su nuevo marido se llama …    = Her new husband is called … 
Su nuevo marido es …   = Her new husband is ….  
Su nueva esposa se llama …    = His new wife is called … 
Su nueva esposa es …    = His new wife is …. 
Tiene (8 niños)    = He / she has (8 children) 
Está divorciado/a    = He / she is divorced 
Está separado/a     = He / she is separated 
Está en el paro     = He / she is unemployed 
Está muy enamorado/a (con … )   = He / she is really in love (with ... ) 
No está muy contento/a    = He / she is not very happy 
Está preocupado/a por ...    = He / she is worried about ... 
Están preocupados por …   = They are worried about … 
Está loco/a por ...     = He / she is mad / excited about ... 
Están locos por …    = They are mad / excited about … 
Están casados     = They are married 
Están divorciados    =They are divorced 
Están separados    = They are separated 
Están muy enamorados   = They are really in love 
No están muy contentos   = They are not very happy 
 
Me da miedo     = He/She scares me 
Me dio miedo     = He/She scared me 
Tengo miedo de    = I’m scared of … 



Me hace feliz     = It makes me happy 
Me hacen feliz    = They make me happy 
Me hace reír     = He/She makes me laugh 
Me hacen reír     = They make me laugh 
Me hace llorar    = He/She makes me cry 
Me hacen llorar    = They make me cry 
la vida familiar     = family life 
la barrera generacional    = generation gap 
la confianza      = trust 
convencer      = to convince 
criticar      = to criticise 
una discusión      = an argument 
enfadarse      = to get angry 
la influencia      = influence 
relacionarse      = to relate to / to get to know 
el divorcio     = divorce 
la separación     = separation  
 
besar      = to kiss 
conocer     = to know, be acquainted with 
divorciarse     = to get (yourself) divorced 
enamorarse     = to fall in love 
estar en paro     = to be unemployed 
jubilarse     = to retire 
romper con     = to break up with 
separarse     = to break up, separate 
 
el anillo     = the ring 
la boda     = the wedding 
casarse     = to get married 
el casamiento     = the marriage 
un ceremonio civil    = a civil service 
el matrimonio     = the married couple 
la iglesia     = the church 
 
un carnet de identidad   = an ID card 
el nombre     = name 
el apellido     = surname 
la edad     = age 
el domicilio     = home, address 
la nacionalidad    = nationality 
el peso      = weight 
la estatura     = height 
el estado civil     = marital status 
la fecha de nacimiento   = date of birth 
la descripción física     = physical description 
aficiones     = hobbies 
la expectativa     = hope, prospect 
un gamberro     = a hooligan 
el género       = gender 
 



PETS 
un animal doméstico    = a pet 
una mascota     = a pet 
¿Tienes mascota?    = Do you have a pet? 
Tengo       = I have … 
Tenemos     = we have … 
...un gato que se llama Félix   = a cat that is called Felix 
mi perro se llama Fido   = My dog is called Fido 
un caballo     = a horse 
una cobaya     = a guinea pig 
un canario     = a canary  
un gato     = a cat 
un gato siamés     = a Siamese cat 
el perro     = dog 
el perro salchicha     = dachshund, sausage dog 
un dálmata      = a Dalmatian 
un pastor alemán     = a German shepherd 
un galgo/la galga     = a greyhound 
un gran danés     = a great Dane 
un perro esquimal     = a husky 
un caniche      = a poodle 
un perro San Bernardo    = a St. Bernard 
un pez       = a fish 
un pez tropical    = a tropical fish 
una rana     = a frog  
una cobaya     = a Guinea pig 
un hámster     = a hamster (pronounced as jámster) 
un caballo     = a horse 
una lagartija     =a lizard 
un ratón     = a mouse (also for a computer mouse) 
un loro      = a parrot  
un conejo     = a rabbit 
una rata      = a rat  
IMPORTANT – un rato    = a while i.e. a period of time 
una serpiente     = a snake 
una araña      = a spider 
una tortuga     = a tortoise / turtle 
Es bonito/a     = He/She is pretty 
...cariñoso, -a     = affectionate 
exigente     = demanding 
glotón, glotona    = greedy 
limpo, -a     = clean 
ruidoso, -a     = noisy 
tranquilo, -a     = quiet 
 
come mucho     = he/she eats a lot 
come muchas croquetas    = he/she eats a lot of dog biscuits 
ladra demasiado    = he/she barks too much 
hace mucho ruido    = he/she makes a lot of noise  
duerme en su camita    = he/she sleeps in his/her basket 
le doy de comer al gato   = I feed the cat 



paseo a mi perro    = I walk my dog 
viven en un acuario    = they live in an aquarium 
nos hace compañía    = he/she keeps us company 
tengo que llevarlo al veterinario  = I have to take him to the vet's 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS 
Tiene los ojos azules    = He / She has blue eyes 
Tiene los ojos marrones   = He / She has brown eyes  
Tiene los ojos verdes    = He / She has green eyes 
Tiene los ojos castanos   = He / She has hazel eyes 
 
el pelo rubio     = blond hair 
el pelo castaño    = brown hair 
el pelo moreno    = dark hair 
el pelo pelirrojo    = ginger hair 
el pelo canoso     = grey hair 
el pelo largo     = long hair 
el pelo liso     = smooth hair 
el pelo rizado     = curly hair 
el pelo corto     = short hair 
 
Tiene el pelo negro    = He/ She has black hair 
Tiene el pelo rubio    = He/ She has blond hair 
Tiene el pelo marron    = He/ She has brown hair 
Tiene el pelo pelirrojo   = He/ She has ginger hair 
Tiene el pelo hasta los hombros  = He/ She has shoulder-length hair 
Tiene el pelo ondulado   = He/ She has wavy hair 
Tiene el pelo de punta   = He/ She has spiky hair 
Tiene flequillo     = He/ She has a fringe 
Tiene una raya    = He/ She has a parting 
Tiene una cola    = He / She has a pony tail 
 
Es calvo     = He is bald 
 
Tiene bigote     = he has a moustache 
Tiene barba     = he has a beard 
Tiene pecas     = He / She has freckles 
 
Tiene una cara de póquer   = He / She has a poker face 
Tiene una cara triste    = He / She has a sad face 
Tiene una cara seria    = He / She has a serious face 
Tiene una cara sonriente   = He / She has a smiling face 
Tiene una cara alegre    = He / She has a happy face 
 

la boca      = mouth 
la nariz      = nose 
las orejas     = ears (outer part of the ear) 
los ojos azules     = blue eyes 
los ojos marrones    = brown eyes 
los ojos verdes    = green eyes 
Lleva gafas     = He / She wears glasses 



Parece mayor     = he / she looks older 
Parece menor     = he / she looks younger 
Parezco mayor    = I look older 
Parezco menor    = I look younger 
 
grande      = big 
largo      = wide 
pequeño     = small 
boca grande     = big mouth 
boca pequeña     = small mouth 
nariz grande     = big nose 
nariz pequeña     = small nose 
orejas grandes    = big ears 
orejas pequeñas    = small ears 
alto / alta     = tall 
bajo / baja     = short 
gordo / gorda     = fat 
delgado / delgada    = slim 
 
ADJECTIVES  
Las descripciones personales (físico) 

alto/a     = tall 
de estatura media   = medium height 
bajo/a      = short (not tall) 
delgado/a     = thin 
feo     = ugly 
flaco     = skinny, thin 
flojo     = weak 
fuerte     = strong 
gordo      = fat 
gordito    = plump (a nicer way of saying fat) 
guapo/a     = good-looking 
bonito     = pretty 
 
Tiene pinta de ….   = He / She looks a bit like …. 
 
anciano/a    = old 
el aspecto    = the look 
la edad    = the age 
la gente    = the people 
el hombre    = the man 
la mujer    = the woman 
el muchacho    = the boy 
la muchacha    = the girl 
el chico    = the boy 
la chica    = the girl 
joven     = young 
un joven    = a young person 
los jóvenes    = young people 

la juventud    = youth 
 



OPINIONS 
¡Qué guapo/a!     = How good-looking! 
¡Qué (+ adjective)!     = How (+ adjective)!  
¡Qué desastre!    = What a disaster! 
Ojalá       = I hope 
Me aburre(n)     = it/he/she (they) bores(s) me 
Me encanta(n)    = I love 
Me fascina(n)     = it/he/she (they) fascinate(s) me 
Me gusta(n)     = I like 
Me chifla(n)     = I like 
No me gusta(n)    = I do not like 
Me da(n) igual    = I don’t mind 
Me interesa(n)    = It (They) interest(s) me 
No me interesa(n) nada   = It (They) doesn’t / don’t interest me at all 
Me molesta(n)    = it (they) annoy me 
Odio      = I hate 
Detesto     = I hate 
No aguanto     = I can’t stand 
Estoy harto/a de     = I am sick of, I am fed up of 
Pienso que     = I think that 
Creo que     = I think that 
Me parece que    = I think that 
Opino que     = I think that 
Estoy de acuerdo    = I agree 
No estoy de acuerdo con   = I do not agree with 
¿Qué tal la película?     = How was the film? 
apetecer      = to fancy, feel like 
Me apetece      = I fancy ….., I feel like 
Me apetece salir    = I fancy going out, I feel like going out 
 
Me gusta(n)     = I like (literally = it pleases me) 
Te gusta(n)     = You like (literally = it pleases you) 
Le gusta(n)     = He/She likes (literally = it pleases him/her) 
Nos gusta(n)     = We like (literally = it pleases us) 
Os gusta(n)     = You (plural) like (literally = it pleases you) 
Les gusta(n)     = They like (literally = it pleases them) 
 
agotador     = exhausting 
asqueroso      = disgusting 
bueno       = nice, good 
buenísimo      = very good 
divertido     = fun 
estúpido     = stupid 
favorito      = favourite 
genial      = great 
guay      = brilliant 
guay del Paraguay    = really brilliant 
mejor       = better / best 
peor      =worse 
pesado     = annoying 
preferido      = favourite 



raro      = strange 
un rollo     = a bore 
tedioso     = tedious, dull 
tonto      = stupid 
triste      = sad 
Yo creo que      = I think that 
Yo pienso que     = I think that 
es/son      = is / are 
¿Qué crees tú?    = What do you think? 
¿Qué piensas tú?    = What do you think? 
¡Qué va!      = No way! 
¿Estás loco/a?     = Are you mad? 
 
-ísimo      = on the end of an adjective this means “very” 
buenísimo     = very good 
malísimo     = very bad 
muy      = very 
bastante     = quite 
más      = more 
menos      = less 
aun más     = even more 
aun menos     = even less 
un poco     = a bit 
un poco raro     = a bit strange 
poco      = un-, not 
poco gracioso     = not funny 
poco interesante    = uninteresting, not interesting 
tan ….. como …..    = as ….. as …. 
tanto ….. como …..    = as much ……. as …….. 
 
¡Fue superfantástico!    = It was brilliant! 
¡Lo pasé bomba!    = I had a great time! 
¡Fue emocionante!    = It was exciting! 
Fue regular     = It was OK 
¡Fue fatal!     = It was awful! 
¡Fue muy aburrido!    = It was very boring 
Lo pasé muy mal    = I had a bad time 
No estuvo mal    = It wasn’t bad 
Fue bastante bien    = It was quite good 
 
DESCRIBING PEOPLE 
aburrido      = boring 
activo              = active 
afortunado     = fortunate, lucky 
agradable           = agreeable 
agresivo     = aggressive  
alegre       = happy / cheerful 
alto/a      = tall 
amable      = nice / pleasant 
ambicioso     = ambitious 
amistoso     = friendly 



anciano             = elderly 
antipático      = unpleasant 
atento      = atentive 
atrevido     = daring 
ávaro      = miserly 
bajo                = short (height) 
bueno               = good 
callado      = quiet 
caprichoso          = quirky 
cariñoso     = caring 
celoso      = jealous 
clásico             = classic 
cómico      = funny 
cobarde     = cowardly 
cortés      = polite 
confundido          = confused 
contento     = content, happy 
comprensivo     = understanding 
corto               = short (length) 
creativo     = creative 
cruel       = cruel 
cuidadoso           = cautious, careful 
débil              = weak 
delgado             = thin 
deportivo     = sporty, into sports 
divertido           = entertaining 
educado             = polite 
eficaz              = effective 
egoísta            = selfish 
elegante           = elegant 
encantador     = delightful, charming 
enorme             = enormous 
estupendo          = wonderful 
deportista     = sporty, into sports 
egoísta      = selfish 
enérgico     = energetic 
extrovertido      = extrovert / outgoing  
feliz       = happy 
famoso              =famous 
fantástico          =fantastic 
feliz               =happy 
feo                = ugly 
fiel                =loyal 
fuerte             = strong 
generoso            =generous 
glotón      = greedy 
gordo              =fat 
gracioso     = funny 
grande             =big 



gruñón      = grumpy 
guapo              = handsome 
hablador     = talkative 
hermoso             = beautiful, gorgeous 
honesto             = honest 
honrado     = honest  
horrible            = horrible 
impaciente     = impatient 
independiente    = independent 
infiel             = unfaithful 
injusto      = unfair 
inteligente        = intelligent 
interesante        = interesting 
introvertido     = introverted, shy 
irritable           = irritable 
joven              = young 
juguetón           = playful 
justo      = fair 
honrado      = honest / honourable 
gracioso      = funny 
hablador/a      = chatty / talkative 
honesto      = honest   
impaciente      = impatient 
independiente     = independent 
inteligente      = intelligent 
largo               = long 
leal       = loyal 
liso                = smooth, straight 
listo              = smart / ready 
loco       = mad 
maleducado     = rude, impolite 
malo               =bad 
moreno             = dark-haired 
nervioso     = nervous 
nuevo      = new 
optimista           =optimistic 
orgulloso     = proud / arrogant 
paciente           = patient 
peligroso           =dangerous 
pelirrojo           =red-haired 
pensativo          = pensive, thoughtful 
pequeño           = small 
perezoso          = lazy 
pesado            = annoying / heavy 
pesimista     = pessimistic 
pobre               = por 
práctico     = practical 
prudente     = careful, cautious, prudent 
racista      = racist (stays –ista for masculine and feminine) 
raro      = strange 
reservado     = reserved 



responsable     = responsable  
rico                = rich 
ridículo     = ridiculous 
romántico          = romantic 
rubio               = blond 
seguro/a de sí mismo/a   = sure of himself/herself 
sencillo     = simple (not complicated) 
sensible      = sensitive 
serio               = serious 
simpático           = nice 
sincero      = sincere 
simpático      = nice / pleasant 
demasiado simpático    = too nice 
tacaño              = stingy 
tímido       = shy 
tolerante     = tolerant 
tonto       = stupid 
torpe       =clumsy 
travieso      = naughty 
triste             = sad 
útil      = useful 
vago       = lazy 
valiente            = brave 
viejo               = old 
violento     = violent 
 
tiene un buen sentido del humor  = he/she has a good sense of humour 
el sentido del humor    = sense of humour 
el cáracter     = character 
el cariño     = affection 
la confianza     = confidence, trust 
una cualidad     = a quality 
un defecto     = a defect 
la personalidad    = personality 
un sentimiento    = a feeling 
 
COMPARISON 
más ….. que ….    = more … than …. 
menos…. que ….    = less ….. than …. 
tan ….. como …..    = as …… as ….. 
tanto/a(s) ….. como ….   = as much / many …. as …… 
mejor      = better 
peor      = worse 
muy      = very 
bastante     = quite 
demasiado     = too / too much 
 
FREQUENCY 
a diario      = daily 
diariamente      = daily 
cada día     = each day 



a menudo      = often 
aproximadamente     = approximately, roughly 
a veces      = sometimes 
algunas veces      = sometimes 
ahora       = now 
ahora mismo     = right now 
al mismo tiempo     = at the same time 
anoche      = last night 
antes       = before 
ayer       = yesterday 
anteayer     =  the day before yesterday 
cada (x) días/ horas     = every (x) days 
casi      = almost 
de momento      = at the moment 
de nuevo      = again 
de repente      = suddenly 
de vez en cuando     = from time to time 
dentro de (x) (horas)     = in (x) (hours) 
desde       = from 
desde hace      = since 
después      = after 
el día siguiente    = the following day 
la semana siguiente    = the following week 
el año siguiente    = the following year 
durante      = during 
en ese/este momento    = at that / this moment 
en seguida      = immediately 
inmediatamente     = immediately 
entonces      = then 
esta noche      = tonight 
el fin de semana     = the weekend 
frecuente     = frequent 
generalmente     = generally 
hace (+ time)     = (time) ago 
hoy       = today 
lento      = slow 
mañana     = tomorrow 
normalmente      = normally 
nunca       = never 
casi nunca     = almost never 
otra vez      = again 
permanente      = permanent 
pocas veces      = few times, not often 
raramente      = rarely, not often 
el pasado     = the past 
pasado     = last 
el año pasado      = last year 
pasado mañana    = the day after tomorrow 
por año, etc.     = per year, etc 
por fin      = at last, finally 
por lo general     = generally 



generalmente     = generally 
pronto      = soon 
rápido       = fast 
un rato     = a while 
reciente(mente)     = recent(ly) 
siempre      = always 
siguiente     = next, coming 
el mes siguiente    = next month, the coming month 
próximo     = next 
el mes próximo    = next month 
solamente      = only 
sólo       = only 
solo/a      = alone (without the accent “solo” means “alone”) 
tiempo      = time 
mucho tiempo    = a lot of time 
tarde      = late 
LA tarde     = THE afternoon / evening 
temprano     = early 
todas las (semanas)    = every (week) 
todavía      = still 
todos los (días)     = every (day) 
últimamente      = recently 
una vez      = once (one time) 
dos veces … etc    = twice (two times, etc) 
 
NEGATIVES 
Nunca      = never 
Jamás      = never 
Ya no      = no longer 
Nadie      = no one, nobody 
Nada      = nothing 
Ni …. ni ….     = neither ….. nor ….. 
Ningún(o)/a/os/as    = none, not any 
No tengo ningún dinero   = I do not have any money 
No tengo ningunos amigos   = I do not have any friends 
(ningún / ninguna / ningunos / ningunas – this changes to agree with whatever the word describes) 

 
CONJUCNTIONS 
a pesar de      = despite, inspite of 
así que      = so 
aun (si)     = even (if) 
aunque     = although 
como      = as / like 
cuando     = when 
incluso      = even 
mientras (que)    = while 
o/u      = or  
(“o” changes to “u” before a word beginning with “O”/ “HO” e.g. trabajo u ocio = work or pleasure) 

pero     = but 
por eso     = because of that, for that reason 
por lo tanto     = therefore 



porque     = because 
pues      = so 
si      = if 
sin embargo     =however 
tal vez      =perhaps 
también     = also 
y/e      = and 
(“y” changes to “e” before a word beginning with “E”/“Hi” e.g. verdura u ensalada = vegetables or 
salad) 

ya (que)     = since, because, as 
 
CONNECTIVES 
además     = furthermore 
aparte de     = apart from 
claro que     = of course 
dado que     = given that 
es decir     = that’s to say, that is 
por un lado/por otro lado   = on the one hand / on the other  
por una parte/por otra parte   = on the one hand / on the other 
sin duda     = without doubt 
 
PREPOSITIONS 
a      = to / at 
con      = with 
de      = of / from 
en      = in / on 
hacia      = towards 
hasta      = until 
para      = for / in order to 
por      = for / by 
según      = according to 
sin      = without 
 
QUESTIONS WORDS 
¿Adónde?     = Where to? 
¿Cómo?     = How? 
¿Cuál(es)?     = Which? 
¿Cuándo?     = When? 
¿Cuánto?     = How much / many? 
¿Cuántos …?     = How much / many? (plural) 
¿De dónde?     = From where? Where from? 
¿De quién?     = Who from? From whom? 
¿Dónde?     = Where? 
¿Por dónde?     =  
¿Por qué?     = Why? 
¿Qué?      = What? 
¿Quién?     = Who? 
 
When you want someone to repeat something, you should say ¿Cómo? rather than ¿Qué?  – 
this is more polite. 
 



COMMON QUESTIONS 
¿A qué hora?     = At what time? 
¿Cuánto cuesta(n)?    = How much does it/do they cost?  
¿Cuánto es?     = How much is it? 
¿Cuánto vale(n)?    = How much does it/do they cost?  
¿Cuántos años tienes?   = How old are you? 
¿De qué color?    = What colour is it? 
¿De qué color es su pelo?   = What colour is his hair? 
¿Dónde está?     = Where is it/he/she? 
¿Dónde naciste?    = Where were you born? 
¿Dónde vives?     = Where do you live? 
¿Para/Por cuánto tiempo?   = For how long? 
¿Qué día?     = What day? 
¿Qué fecha?     = What date? 
¿Qué hora es?     = What time is it? 
¿Cómo te llamas?    =What’s your name? 
¿Cómo se llaman?    = What are their names? 
¿Cómo es tu padre?    = What’s your dad like? 
¿De qué nacionalidad eres?   = What nationality are you? 
¿Tienes hermanos?    = Do you have any brothers or sisters? 
 
GREETINGS AND EXCLAMATIONS 
¡Basta!      = That’s enough! 
¡Bienvenido!     = Welcome! 
¡Buen viaje!     = Have a good trip! Bon voyage! 
¡Buena suerte!    = Good luck! 
¡Claro!      = Of course! 
¡Cuidado!     = Careful! Look out! 
¡Enhorabuena!    = Congratulations! 
¡Felices Pascuas!    = Happy Easter! 
¡Felices vacaciones!    = Happy holidays! 
¡Felicidades!     = Best wishes! 
¡Felicitaciones!    = Best wishes! 
¡Feliz Año Nuevo!    = Happy New Year! 
¡Feliz cumpleaños!    = Happy birthday! 
¡Feliz Navidad!    = Merry Christmas! 
¡Feliz santo!     = Happy saint’s day! 
¡Ojo!      = Look out! Careful! 
¡Olé!      = Bravo! Well done! 
¡Que aproveche!    = Bon appétit! Have a good meal! 
¡Que lo pase(s) bien!    = Have fun! Have a great time! 
¡Qué asco!     = How disgusting! 
¡Qué bien!     = How good! 
¡Qué (+ adjective)!    = How (+ adjective)! 
¡Qué horror!     = How horrible! 
¡Qué (+ noun)!    = what a (+ noun) 
¡Qué lástima!     = What a shame! 
¡Qué pena!     = What a shame! 
¡Qué va!     = No way! 
¡Socorro!     = Help! 
¿Cómo estás?     = How are you? 



¿De veras?     = Really? For real? 
¿Qué hay?     = What’s up? 
¿Qué pasa?     = What’s happening? 
¿Qué tal?     = How are you? How are things? 
Adiós      = good bye 
Atentamente     = All the best (at the end of a letter) 
Buenas noches    = Good evening / night! (When it is dark) 
Buenas tardes     = Good evening / night!  
Buenos días     = Good day! Good morning! 
Con permiso     = Excuse me (when trying to get past someone) 
De nada     = Don’t mention it, no problem 
Encantado     = Pleased to meet you 
Gracias     = Thank you 
Hasta el (lunes)    = See you (Monday) 
Hasta luego     = See you later 
Hasta mañana     = See you tomorrow 
Hasta pronto     = See you soon 
Hola      = Hello 
Lo siento     = Sorry 
Mucho gusto     = Delighterd to meet you 
Perdón     = Sorry, excuse me 
Perdone     = sorry / excuse me 
por favor     = please 
Saludos     = greetings 
sí      = yes 
vale      = ok 
saludar     = to greet, say hello 
 
 
EXPRESSIONS OF TIME 
DAYS OF THE WEEK 
un día      = a day 
los días de la semana    = the days of the week 
el lunes     = Monday 
LOS lunes     = on Mondays 
el martes     = Tuesday 
LOS martes     = on Tuesdays 
el miércoles     = Wednesday 
el jueves     = Thursday 
el viernes     = Friday 
el sábado     = Saturday  
el domingo     = Sunday 
el fin de semana    = the weekend 
el finde     = the weekend (slang) 
un día festivo      = a bank holiday 
 
 
THE SEASONS 
una estación     = a season (also means “station”) 
la primavera     = the spring 
el verano     = the summer 



el otoño     = the autumn 
el invierno     = the winter 
 
MONTHS OF THE YEAR 
Nací en     = I was born in … 
Naciste     = You (sing.) were born 
Nació      = He/She was born 
Nacieron     = They were born 
los meses del año    = the months of the year 
enero      = January 
febrero     = February 
marzo      = March 
abril      = April 
mayo      = May  
junio      = June 
julio      = July    
agosto      = August 
se(p)tiembre     = September (you can spelt it with the P or without) 
octubre     = October 
noviembre     = November 
diciembre     = December 
 
TIME OF DAY 
la mañana     = THE morning 
mañana     = tomorrow 
la tarde     = the afternoon / evening 
tarde      = late 
la noche     = the night 
la madrugada     = the early morning, the small hours 
 
THE TIME 

la hora      = the time / the hour 
horario, el     = the timetable 
media hora     = half an hour 
medianoche     = midnight 
mediodía, el     = midday 
es la una     = it’s one o’clock 
son las dos     = it’s two o’clock 
son las tres     = it’s three o’clock 
 
menos/y …     = quarter to / quarter past 
menos cuarto     = quarter to 
un minuto     = a minute 
un segundo     = a second 
y cuarto     = quarter past 
y media     = half past 
 
 
 
 
 



VERBS 
adoptar     = to adopt 
aceptar     = to accept 
acoger      = to welcome 
acompañar     = to accompany 
agradecer     = to appreciate, be grateful 
aguantar     = to tolerate, put up with 
aumentar     = to increase 
arruinar     = to ruin 
beneficiar     = to benefit 
besar      = to kiss 
casarse     = to get (yourself) married 
comenzar      = to begin 
cometer     = to commit 
conocer     = to know, be acquainted  
confiar      = to trust 
contar       = to count, to tell/recount 
contribuir     = to contribute 
conversar     = to talk 
cuidar      = to look after, take care of 
dar las gracias     = to thank, give thanks 
deber       = to have to / must 
debo      = I must 
debería     = I should 
dejar de hacer algo     = to stop doing something 
decepcionar      = to disappoint 
decidir      = to decide 
dedicarse a     = to dedícate yourself to 
describir     = to describe 
detestar      = to hate 
devolver     = to return, give back 
disfrutar      = to enjoy 
decidir      = to decide 
describir     = to describe 
destruir     = to destroy 
disculpar(se)     = to apologise 
discutir     = to argue 
divorciarse     = to get (yourself) divorced 
educar      = to educate 
elegir      = to choose, select 
emigrar     = to emmigrate, leave the country 
enamorarse     = to fall in love 
me enamoro con    = I’m falling in love with 
encontrarse      = to meet 
enfadar(se)     = to get angry 
escoger     = to choose, select 
esperar      = to wait estropear 
estropear     = to ruin, spoil 
emborracharse     = to get yourself drunk 
empezar      = to begin 
estresarse      = to get yourself stressed 



estar de moda     = to be in fashion 
enfadar(se)     = to get angry 
engordar      = to put on weight 
estar en paro     = to be unemployed 
evitar       = to avoid 
formar parte de    = to be a part of 
ganar       = to win 
gastar       = to spend 
grabar      = to record 
guardar      = to save (ICT, etc) 
ahorrar     = to save (money) 
hacer un esfuerzo     = to make an effort 
hablar      = to talk, speak 
hablar por teléfono    = to talk on the phone 
inmigrar     = to immigrate 
invitar       = to invite 
ir en aumento     = to go up 
jubilarse     = to retire 
llamarse     = to call yourself, be called 
llevar       = to wear 
llevarse bien     = to get on well 
me llevo bien con    = I get on well with 
me llevo mal con    = I get only badly with 
llorar      = to cry 
lloro      = I cry, I am crying 
llover      = to rain 
llueve      = it rains, it is raining 
lograr      = to achieve 
maltratar     = to mistreat, abuse 
matar       = to kill 
meter      = to put in 
nacer      = to be born 
nací en      = I was born in 
necesitar      = to need 
ocuparse de     = to look after, take charge of 
ofender     = to offend 
ofenderse     = to become ofended, be ofended 
organizar      = to organise 
participar      = to take part 
lograr      = to achieve 
parecerse a …     = to look like 
pelearse con ….    = to fight (with) 
perder      = to lose / to miss 
perder peso      = to lose weight 
perder el tren     = to miss the train 
perdonar     = to forgive 
ponerse     = to put on 
preocuparse      = to get worried 
preparar     = to prepare 
recibir      = to receive 
relacionarse con    = to be related to 



romper     = to break 
romper con     = to break up with 
saber      = to know 
separarse     = to separate, break up 
sé      = I know 
sentir(se)     = to feel 
sentirse deprimido/a    = to feel depressed 
me siento     = I feel 
sonreírse     = to smile 
sugerir      = to suggest 
supervisar     = to supervise 
tener (el pelo ... /los ojos ...)   = to have …… hair / eyes 
tener ... años     = to be …. years old (lit. to have years) 
tener suerte     = to be lucky (lit. to have luck) 
tener ganas     = to feel like … 
tengo ganas de salir    = I feel like going out 
tener prisa     = to be in a hurry (to have haste) 
tocar      = to play (an instrument) / to touch 
ir en aumento     = to go up 
venir      = to come 
ver      = to see / to watch 
visitar      = to visit 
 
LA POBREZA 
acoger      = to welcome 
el agua corriente     = running water 
la alcantarilla      = drain 
arruinar      = to ruin 
el barrio      = district / area 
el beneficio      = the benefit 
la carretera      =the road 
el cartón      = cardboard 
el desarrollo      = development 
encontrar      = to find 
una encuesta     = a survey 
estable      = stable 
las expectativas     = expectations 
el/la gerente      = manager 
el/la habitante     = inhabitant 
injusto/a      = unfair 
una ONG      = a charity,  NGO (non-governmental organisation) 
una obra benéfica    = a charity 
el país       = country 
la piedra      = stone, rock 
pobre      = poor 
los pobres      = poor people 
la pobreza      = poverty 
el prejuicio      = prejudice 
la riqueza      = wealth 
los “sin techo”    = the homeless 
el techo      = roof 



el tratamiento    = treatment  
el vandalismo     = vandalism 
 

LA IGUALDAD PARA TODOS 
la actitud     = attitude 
el comentario      = comment 
cometer      = to commit 
un conflicto     = a conflict 
los derechos      = rights 
los derechos humanos   = human rights 
la desigualdad     = inequality 
la diferencia      = the difference 
la discriminación     = discrimination 
la educación      = education 
una encuesta      = a survey 
estar a favor      = to be in favour 
estar de acuerdo     = to agree 
estar en contra     = to be against 
el/la extranjero/a     = foreigner 
la gente     = people 
la felicidad     = happiness, joy 
la igualdad      = equality 
incluir      = to include 
el/la inmigrante    = immigrant 
la integración      = integration 
la mayoría      = majority 
el mundo      = world 
el prejuicio     = prejudice  
el racismo     = racism 
racista      = racist 
la reacción      = reaction 
una reunión     = a meeting 
el sida      = AIDS 
una tienda con fines benéficas  = a charity shop 
una residencia (para ancianos)  = a home (for old people) 
el sentimiento     = feeling 
el/la trabajador/a     = worker 
la víctima      = victim (UNA víctima whether it is a man OR a 
woman) 
la violencia doméstica    = domestic violence 
los malos tratos    = abuse 
maltratar     = to abuse 
el acoso     = harassment 
acosar      = to harass, bully 
el acoso sexual    = sexual harassment 
un testigo     = a witness 
la violencia     = violence 
violento     = violent 
voluntario      = voluntary 
un voluntario     = a volunteer 
una voz     = a voice 



ESSENTIAL VERBS 
 

SER = TO BE 
 
soy = I am 
eres = you are 
es = he/she is 
somos = we are 
sois = you (plural) are 
son = they are 

SER (TO BE) 
Used with nouns e.g. soy 
profesor + with adjective to 
indicate something 
permament 

ESTAR (TO BE) 
Used with adjectives to 
indicate something that is 
the result of something or 
not permanent 

ESTAR = TO BE 
 
estoy = I am 
estás = you are 
está = he/she is 
estamos = we are 
estáis = you (plural) are 
están = they are 

DEBER 
debo = I must 
debes = you must 
debe = he/she must 
debemos = we must 
debéis = you (plural) must 
deben = they must 

QUERER (to want) 
quiero = I want 
quieres = you want 
quiere = he/she wants 
queremos = we want 
queréis = you (plural) want 
quieren = they want 

PODER (to be able) 
puedo = I can 
puedes = you can 
puede = he/she can 
podemos = we can 
podéis = you (plural) can 
pueden = they can 

IR (to go) 
voy = I go / I am going 
vas = you go / you are going 
va = he/she goes / is going 
vamos = we go / are going 
váis = you (plural) go / are going 
van = they go / are going 

TENER (to have) 
tengo = I must 
tienes = you must 
tiene = he/she must 
tenemos = we must 
tenéis = you (plural) must 
tienen = they must 

VENIR (to come) 
vengo = I come / am coming 
vienes = you come / are coming 
viene = he/she comes / is coming 
venimos = we come / are coming 
venís = you (plural) come / are coming 
vienen = they come / are coming 

HACER (to do) 
hago = I do / I am doing 
haces = you do / you are doing 
hace = he/she does / is doing 
hacemos = we do / are doing 
hacéis = you (plural) do / are doing 
hacen = they do / are doing 

HACER has two means – 
to do + to make 
So, HAGO can mean = 
I do 
I make 

HACER (to make) 
hago = I make / I am making 
haces = you make / you are making 
hace = he/she makes / is making 
hacemos = we make / are making 
hacéis = you (plural) make / are making 
hacen = they make / are making 

 
SUBJECT PRONOUNS 
 

I yo 

You (singular) tú 

He/she él / ella 

We nosotros/as 

You (Plural) vosotros/as 

They ellos / ellas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TENSES IN SPANISH 
 
THE PRESENT TENSE (TO DAY WHAT YOU “DO” OR WHAT YOU “ARE DOING”) 
 
MEANING 
Hablo may be translated as follows: 
I speak  
OR  
I am speaking 
 
FORMATION OF THE PRESENT TENSE 
Regular verbs – three types = -AR, -ER, -IR 
 
(A) –AR type e.g. HABLAR = To speak 
Remove the –AR and add the endings 
 

 STEM ENDINGS 

I habl o 

You (singular) habl as 

He / She habl a 

We habl amos 

You (plural) habl áis 

They habl an 

 
(B) –ER type e.g. VENDER = To sell 
Remove the –ER and add the endings 
 

 STEM ENDINGS 

I vend o 

You (singular) vend es 

He / She vend e 

We vend emos 

You (plural) vend éis 

They vend en 

 
(C) –IR type e.g. VIVIR = To live 
Remove the –IR and add the endings 
 

 STEM ENDINGS 

I viv o 

You (singular) viv es 

He / She viv e 

We viv imos 

You (plural) viv ís 

They viv en 

 
 
 
 



TWENTY VERBS THAT ARE IRREGULAR IN THE PRESENT TENSE 

 

Caber 
To fit in 
 
Quepo 
Cabes 
Cabe 
Cabemos 
Cabéis 
Caben 

Caer  
To fall 
 
Caigo 
Caes 
Cae 
Cameos 
Caéis 
Caen 

Dar 
To give 
 
Doy 
Das 
Da 
Damos 
Dais 
Dan 

Decir 
To say 
 
Digo 
Dices 
Dice 
Decimos 
Decís 
Dicen 

Estar 
To be 
 
Estoy 
Estás 
Está 
Estamos 
Estáis 
Están 
 

Haber 
To have 
 
He 
Has 
Ha 
Hemos 
Habéis 
Han 

Hacer 
To do / make 
 
Hago 
Haces 
Hace 
Hacemos 
Hacéis 
Hacen 

Ir 
To go 
 
Voy 
Vas 
Va 
Vamos 
Vais 
Van 

Oír 
To hear 
 
Oigo 
Oyes 
Oye 
Oímos 
Oís 
Oyen 

Poder 
To be able 
 
Puedo 
Puedes 
Puede 
Podemos 
Podéis 
Pueden 
 

Poner 
To put 
 
Pongo 
Pones 
Pone 
Ponemos 
Ponies 
Ponen 

Querer 
To want / like 
 
Quiero 
Quieres 
Quiere 
Queremos 
Queries 
Quieren 

Saber 
To know 
 
Sé 
Sabes 
Sabe 
Sabemos 
Sabéis 
saben 

Salir 
To go out 
 
Salgo 
Sales 
Sale 
Salimos 
Saís 
Salen 

Ser 
To be 
 
Soy 
Eres 
Es 
Somos 
Sois 
Son 
 

Tener 
To have / hold 
 
Tengo 
Tienes 
Tiene 
Tenemos 
Tenéis 
Tienen 

Traer 
To bring 
 
Traigo 
Traes 
Trae 
Traemos 
Traéis 
Traen 
 

Valer 
To be worth 
 
Valgo 
Vales 
Vale 
Valemos 
Valéis 
Valen 

Venir 
To come 
 
Vengo 
Vienes 
Viene 
Venimos 
Venís 
Vienen 

Ver 
To see 
 
Veo 
Ves 
Ve 
Vemos 
Veis 
ven 

 
N.B. Haber – to have – is used to form Compound Tenses. Compounds also apply 
e.g. 
decir = predecir = to predict tener = retener = to retain 
hacer = deshacer = to unmake traer = distraer = to distract 
poner = suponer  = to suppose venir = convenir = to agree 
salir = sobresalir  = to exceed 
 
 



REFLEXIVE VERBS 
 
LEVANTARSE 
       LAVARSE  also –IRSE and –ERSE but less common 
  CEPILLARSE 
     PEINARSE 
    LLAMARSE 
 

LEVANTARSE (to get yourself up) 
Me levanto = I get (myself) up 
Te levantas = you get (yourself) up 
Se levanta = he/she gets (him/herself) up 
Nos levantamos = we get (ourselves) up 
Os levantáis = you (plural) get (yourselves) up 
Se levantan = they get (themselves) up 

 
P.ej. 

¶ llamarse  me llamo (I am called) 

¶ lavarse  os laváis (you’re washing (yourself)) 

¶ peinarse  te peinas (you’re brushing your hair) 
 
Here is a list of commonly used reflexive verbs: 
 

acostarse (o→ue) …… to go to bed 
afeitarse …… to shave 
bañarse …… to have a bath 

casarse (con alguien) …… to get married; to marry (someone) 
cepillarse …… to brush oneself 

despertarse (e→ie) …… to wake up 
desvestirse (e→i) …… to undress oneself 
dormirse (o→ue) …… to fall asleep 

ducharse …… to take a shower 
enfermarse …… to get sick 

enojarse …… to get angry, mad 
irse …… to go away 

lavarse …… to wash oneself 
levantarse …… to stand up, get up 

llamarse …… to call oneself 
mirarse …… to look at oneself 

peinarse …… to comb one’s hair 
ponerse …… to become 

ponerse la ropa …… to put on clothing 
preocuparse (por) …… to worry about 
probarse (o→ue) …… to try on (clothing) 

quitarse …… to take off, remove (clothing) 
secarse …… to dry oneself 

sentarse (e→ie) …… to sit down, seat oneself 
sentirse (e→ie) …… to feel (emotionally, physically) 

verse …… to see oneself 
vestirse (e→ie) …… to get dressed 

 



FUTURE TENSE (TO SAY WHAT YOU “WILL” DO) 
MEANING 
Hablaré is translated as follows: 
I will speak  
 
FORMATION OF THE FUTURE TENSE 
The future tense in Spanish i.e. saying what you will do is created by taking the infinitive i.e. 
the verb ending in either –AR, -ER or –IR. You then add the following endings to indicate I, 
you, he/she, we, you, they: 
 

I -é 

You (singular) -ás 

He/she -á 

We -emos (only one with no accent) 

You (Plural) -éis 

They -án 

 
For example: hablar (to talk)+ -é = I will talk 
  vivir (to live) + -é = I will live 
  comer (to eat)  + -é = I will eat 
 
A small group of verbs do not use the infinitive for the future tense. Instead they have a 
slightly modified stem. These have to be learnt: 

 

VERB MEANING FUTURE STEM 

decir To say dir_ 

hacer To do / To make har_ 

poder To be able podr_ 

poner To put pondr_ 

querer To want querr_ 

saber To know sabr_ 

salir To go out saldr_ 

tener To have tendr_ 

venir To come vendr_ 

 
The verb endings are the same as for regular verbs. The only irregularity is in the stem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CONDITIONAL (TO SAY WHAT YOU “WOULD”DO) 
MEANING 
The conditional is used to express uncertainty and in English you say “would”: 
Me gustaria vivir en España 
I would like to live in Spain 
 
A – regular verbs 
 
Formación: 
Verbo en el infinitivo con AR, ER o IR (the whole verb with the infinitive bit!) 
Añade:       + 
 

PERSONAL 
PRONOUNS 

-AR -ER -IR 

Yo …ía 

Tú …ías 

Él/Ella/Usted …ía 

Nosotros/as …íamos 

Vosotros/as …íais 

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes …ían 

 
B – irregular verbs in the conditional 
 
The conditional has the same irregular verbs as the future. You add the conditional endings 
to the irregular stem: 
A small group of verbs do not use the infinitive for the future tense. Instead they have a 
slightly modified stem. These have to be learnt: 

 

VERB MEANING FUTURE STEM 

decir To say dir_ 

hacer To do / To make har_ 

poder To be able podr_ 

poner To put pondr_ 

querer To want querr_ 

saber To know sabr_ 

salir To go out saldr_ 

tener To have tendr_ 

venir To come vendr_ 

 
The verb endings are the same as for regular verbs. The only irregularity is in the stem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e.g. 
I would sing:  cantaría 
He would play: jugaría 
You would go:  iríais 
They would live: vivirían 



THE PERFECT TENSE (TO SAY WHAT YOU “HAVE DONE”) 
MEANING: 
(Yo) he hablado may be translated as follows: 
I have spoken 
It describes what you HAVE DONE in the past. Example: 
He terminado mis deberes 
I have finished my homework. 
 
REGULAR VERBS 
 
Formation: 
The auxiliary HABER in the present tense + verb in the past participle (the –ed form!). 
The past participle is formed by removing the verb ending (-AR, -ER, -IR) and adding –ado 
for –AR verbs and –ido for –ER and –IR verbs. 
 

PERSONAL 
PRONOUNS 

HABER 
presente 

VERB 
STEM 

-AR -ER -IR 

Yo he 

-ado -ido -ido 

Tú has 

Él/Ella/Usted ha 

Nosotros/as hemos 

Vosotros/as habéis 

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes han 

 
Examples: I have sung  he cantado 
  she has drank  ha bebido 
  you have lived  habéis vivido 
  they have gone han ido  *to go = ir, remove –ir add -ido 
 
IRREGULAR VERBS 
Some verbs have an irregular past participle. Here is a list of the most common ones and 
they must be learnt off by heart… 
 
abrir… abierto opened 
cubrir… cubierto covered 
decir… dicho said, told 
describir… descrito described 
descubrir… descubierto discovered 
devolver… devuelto returned 
escribir… escrito written 
hacer… hecho made 
morir… muerto died, dead 
poner… puesto put, placed 
romper… roto broken 
ver… visto seen 
volver… vuelto returned 

 

 
 
 
 

Note: 
Compound words based on these 
roots typically show these same 
irregularities:  
 
Por ejemplo: 
componer > compuesto 
deshacer > deshecho 
oponer > opuesto 
suponer > supuesto 
prever > previsto 



THE PRETERITE TENSE (TO SAY WHAT YOU “DID”) 
MEANING 
(Yo) hablé may be translated as follows: 
I spoke 
It describes what you did in the past. Example: 
Ayer, Juan se levantó, salió a la calle y después compró un periódico. 
(Yesterday, John got up, went out, then he bought a newspaper) 
 
FORMATION OF THE PRETERITE TENSE 
Regular verbs – three types = -AR, -ER, -IR     
(A) -AR type e.g. HABLAR = to speak          (C) -IR type e.g. VIVIR = to live 
Remove the –AR and add the endings                                  Remove the –IR and add the 

         endings which are exactly the same 
         endings as for –ER verbs. 

 STEM ENDINGS 

I HABL é 

You (singular) HABL aste 

He/she HABL ó 

We HABL amos 

You (Plural) HABL asteis 

They HABL aron 

 
(B) -ER type e.g. VENDER = to sell 
Remove the –ER and add the endings 
 

 STEM ENDINGS 

I VEND í 

You (singular) VEND iste 

He/she VEND ió 

We VEND imos 

You (Plural) VEND isteis 

They VEND ieron 

 
There are a number of irregular verbs in the preterite tense. The most common of these are: 

SER (TO BE) 
fui (I was) 
fuiste 
fue 
fuimos 
fuisteis 
fueron 

IR (TO GO) 
fui (I went) 
fuiste 
fue 
fuimos 
fuisteis 
fueron 
 

ESTAR (TO BE) 
estuve (I was) 
estuviste 
estuvo 
estuvimos 
estuvisteis 
estuvieron 

HACER (TO MAKE/DO) 
hice (I did / made) 
hiciste 
hizo 
hicimos 
hicisteis 
hicieron 

DECIR (TO SAY) 
dije (I said) 
dijiste 
dijo 
dijimos 
dijisteis 
dijeron 

VER (TO SEE) 
vi (I saw) 
viste 
vio 
vimos 
visteis 
vieron 

DAR (TO GIVE) 
di (I gave) 
diste 
dio 
dimos 
disteis 
dieron 

TENER (TO HAVE) 
tuve (I had) 
tuviste 
tuvo 
tuvimos 
tuvisteis 
tuvieron 

 

 STEM ENDINGS 

I VIV é 

You (singular) VIV aste 

He/she VIV ó 

We VIV amos 

You (Plural) VIV asteis 

They VIV aron 



THE IMPERFECT TENSE (TO SAY WHAT YOU “WERE/WAS DOING” + “USED TO DO”) 

A MEANINGS 

1.Recognition 
1. WAS / WERE -ING – While I was / we were working at the factory 
2. USED TO – Every day I used to visit my uncle 
3. WOULD (when WOULD = USED TO) – Every morning I would visit my uncle 

 
2.Examples of the Imperfect 

1. Description of state – llevaba un pantaloon azul = He was wearing blue trousers 
2. Repetition or Habit – Todos los días se levantaba a las ocho, y después tomaba una 

ducha = Every day he used to get up at eight and then he would take a shower 
3. Simultaneous, incompleted actions – Mientras yo hablaba él leía un libro = Whilst I 

was speaking he was reading a book. 
4. Continuous background :  

 

Comíamos  

We were eating  
Cuando ellos llegaron 

When they arrived 
Mientras actuaba 

While he was acting 
Se cayó al suelo 
He fell down 

Mientras esperábamos 

While we waiting 
Nos habló 

He spoke to us 
CONTINUOUS BACKGROUND  
 

INTERRUPTED BY A SUDDEN ACTION OR EVENT – THE 
PRETERITE 

B. FORMATION OF THE IMPERFECT TENSE 

1. Regular – according to the infinitive ending. 
Remove the –ar, add the –aba series of endings 
Remove the –er or –ir, add the ía series of endings 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Hablar – AR 
Hablaba 
Hablabas 
Hablaba 
Hablábamos 
Hablabais 
Hablaban 

Vender - ER  Vivir - IR 
Vendía   Vivía 
Vendías  Vivías 
Vendía   Vivía 
Vendíamos  Vivíamos 
Vendíais  Vivíais 
Vendían  Vivían 
 
 

Note: this formation 
procedure applies to 
radical and spelling 
changing verbs, and to all 
but 3 irregular verbs: 
Dar - Daba 
Estar - Estaba 
Pensar - Pensaba 
Llegar - Llegaba 
Poder - Podía 
Volver - Volvía 
Coger - Cogía 
Haber - Había 
Decir - Decía 
Oír - Oía 
Pedir - Pedía 
 
 
 
 

THE 3 IRREGULAR IMPERFECTS 

IR  SER  VER 
To go  to be  to see 
iba  era  veía 
ibas  eras  veías 
iba  era  veía 
ibamos  éramos veíamos 
ibais  erais  veíais 
iban  eran  veían 
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